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could not have been paid to the Sheikh.

Thereafter, Ahl-i-Murad took the stage.* Chronographists-
vied with one another to set the year of the much-awaited birth
in fine Persian words and phrases. The three improvisations to
catch the Emperor's fancy were "a royal pearl of the great ocean,'*
"a pearl of the Shahinshah's mansion" and "a pearl of Akbar
Shah's casket." The composers were given rich gifts and robes of
honour.

As was customary, famed "astrologers were commissioned to
prepare horoscopes in accordance with both the Greek and Indian
systems. The greying Mau]ana Cand was the most celebrated of
them all; his horoscope of Akbar is to this day regarded as the
acme of astrological skill. It took the Maulana three years to study,
coordinate and interpret the positions of the heavenly bodies at
the time of Salim's birth. The Greek system he specialized in was
in some fundamental respects different from the Indian scheme
of tabulations. But, surprisingly, the predictions based on either
calculation were remarkably similar. Abul Fazl, himself a brilliant
exponent of the science of astronomy, says he was keen to coalesce
the two systems, and prepare a horoscope of "this vermilion mark
on the forehead of Fortune," but his many time-consuming duties
prevented him from realizing his ambition. His analyses and syn-
theses of the four horoscopes of Akbar are considered master-
pieces of astronomical exposition.

The celebrations at Sikri struck a spiritual, austere note. The
stress there was on prayers, alms-giving and the feeding of the
poor. It was when the Emperor moved to Agra after three days
that the dancing girl and the wine cup came into play. Massive
entertainments were held on three successive full-moon nights,,
and the Emperor broke his own records of generosity by giving
rich awards and extensive Jagirs to the elite of the court. The
ranks of Rajas Bhagwan Das and Man Singh were raised by two
thousand horses each, and they were presented with robes of
honour graded next only to those bestowed upon members of the
royal family. Jodha Bai returned to the capital when Salim was-

*Ahl-i-Murad were one of the three divisions of the court created by
Emperor Humayun. They included, among others, poets, artists, architects,
singers and musicians. The other two categories were Ahl-i-Daulat (men of
wealth and prosperity) and Aht-i-$a4at (men of success).